
MINUTES OF ANNUAL FIRST MEETING OF ALDHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ELMSETT AND ALDHAM VILLAGE HALL 6TH MAY 2025 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Present: Parish Councillors Ralph (in the Chair), Beaver, Cretchley, Crockatt, County Councillor Lindsay, District Councillor Jamieson, and the Clerk
1. Election of Chairman
Jonathan Ralph was proposed by Cllr Crockatt, seconded by Cllr Beaver. All were in favour. Cllr Ralph the signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk.
2. Election of Vice-Chairman
William Crockatt was proposed by Cllr Ralph, seconded by Cllr Beaver. All were in favour. The Chairman thanked Cllr. Beaver for all his support over the years.
3. Apologies for absence
There were none.
4. Minutes of previous meeting
These were approved, nem con.
5. Matters arising
There were none.
6. County Councillor’s Report
This had been reported and discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting.
7. District Councillor’s Report
This had been reported and discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting.
8. Time for residents
There were none present.
9. Finance
The Chairman reported that the annual accounts had been internally audited by Mrs P. Bray and as the council’s gross income did not exceed £25,000 it could apply for exemption from the extended annual audit process. Accordingly:
9(a) The Certificate of exemption was signed following review and confirmation that all designated conditions have been met during the year ended 31st March 2025.
9(b) The Internal Auditor’s report was approved, nem.con.
9(c) The Annual Governance Statement was reviewed, approved nem.con, and signed.
9(d) The Accounting Statement was reviewed, approved nem.con, and signed.
9(e) The Notice of Public Rights was completed.
9(f)  All relevant Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) documentation will be submitted to the External Auditor and published on the parish website and noticeboard. The Chairman stated that 2nd June 2025 would be the commencement of the inspection period.
10. Correspondence
The Clerk reported that all correspondence received via email had been circulated to members, save for the new Electoral Register received by post.
11. Planning
The Chairman reported that there were piecemeal developments in Aldham already and it would be necessary to wait and see whether Babergh have any comments to make. The site in The Street always floods in winter, so it is uncertain whether the site would be available for development.
12. Footpaths
There was nothing to report.
13. Any Other Business
The Chairman reported that the Clerk was seeking to retire from the role and asked members to put out feelers to anyone they knew might be interested in taking on the role.
14. Date of Next Meeting
This will be Tuesday 16th September 2025, venue to be advised.

The meeting then closed.





