MINUTES OF ALDHAM PARISH ANNUAL MEETING
HELD AT ELMSETT AND ALDHAM VILLAGE HALL 6TH MAY 2025
The meeting commenced at 8pm
Present: Parish Councillors Ralph (in the Chair), Beaver, Cretchley, Crockatt; County Councillor Lindsay, District Councillor Jamieson, and the Clerk
1. Apologies for absence
There were none
2. County Councillor’s Report
Cllr Lindsay presented his written report (annexed). The county council elections have been postponed, but this can only be for 12 months, although they can be postponed for another 12 months.
Solar panels on new builds may be made compulsory. Cllr. Cretchley pointed out the difficulty of pushing electricity back to the power station from residences, due to the smallness of the cable, if every new residence attempts to do this.
Cllr. Ralph complained about the lack of communication between Highways and county councillors, but Cllr Lindsay pointed out that Highways have to deal with very many villages throughout Suffolk.
Cllr Crockatt expressed concern that projects can be frustrated by eco fanatics. He also asked if the bus service between Hadleigh and Stowmarket had been surveyed to see how much it is used.
Cllr Lindsay reported that there was a dispute between the library service and the county council.
There are planned to be mayoral elections in May 2026. Cllr Lindsay’s personal view was that it was not good to have larger, more remote councils. Any new unitary council would be responsible for highways and planning.
3. District Councillor’s Report
Cllr Jamieson presented his written report (annexed). The council will remain a district until 2028.
An Enquiry was needed into delays in the development of the old Babergh council offices.
Due to the new houses requirement of central government, this means that all parishes will need to allow for an increase in housing.
There was a discussion about the various items in Cllr Jamieson’s report, namely Solar boost for businesses, Community Development Fund, Plug in Suffolk Car Club (essentially a car hire renting scheme). The last item led to a discussion about the electric car park in Magdalen Road, which appears hardly ever to be used.
4. Chairman’s Report
This will be posted on the parish council’s website.
5. Questions or comments from members of the public
No members were present.
6. Any Other Business There was none. The meeting then closed.




